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2018-2019 Contributions Total $155,908 

A tremendously successful year enabled the Guild to contribute a total of $155,908 to 
the GSO in support of music education. Outgoing President Laura Green made the 
exciting announcement at the Guild's Cocktail Party and final meeting of the year on 
Wednesday, May 15. Thanks to all who helped make it happen. Here are the details: 

 Annual Gift to GSO in support of Music Education, $110,000 

 GSO Concert Sponsorship, $5,000 

 Support of GSO Education Programs (Elementary Concerts, M iddle School 
Concerts, High School Partnership, Music at Midday, Preludes), $23,300 

 Youth Orchestra Support (GSY O Production Assistant, GSY O Coaches Pro-
gram, Needs Based Tuition; Scholarships: Sam Wilson, Eichorn/Armfield, Sulli-

van, Conductor's Award), $7,200 

 Annual Education Campaign (Beginning Strings, OrKIDstra, CaringSound), 
$7,908 

 GSO Endowment, 2,500 

 Total Guild Contribution to GSO, $132,500 

 Total Guild Support for Music Education, $155,908 

Here's to our 2019-2020 Officers 
who were installed on May 15th! 
 

President: Vanessa Skenes 
President Elect: Ronda Szymanski 

VP Education: Kathie Amato 
VP Fundraising: Judy Jay 

VP Operations: Leslie Meadows  
VP Marketing/Publicity: Kim Riley 

Secretary: Kim Littrell  
Treasurer: Cindy Bates  

Past President: Laura Green 

Guild Members, Sponsors, & Guests         
Celebrate a Successful Year! 

With a fantastic flourish, the Greensboro Symphony Guild members finished off 
the year at the Gathering of Guild Friends cocktail party at the O.Henry Hotel. With 
over 90 members in attendance, the social time included a slide presentation of pic-
tures capturing the year.  

Laura Green announced that with all the hard work and generosity of our  
membership, well over $39,000 was raised at the Super Sale and Love ‘N Mu-
sic raised more than $13,000. When the financial year-end results were revealed, eve-
ryone in the room was delighted to hear that their hard work had made this the best 
ever year! Lisa Crawford, GSO President, graciously accepted the Guild’s year-end 
contribution.  

Elizabeth Craft gave a loving and well deserved tr ibute to the Golden Note 
winner, Mary Fran Schickedantz.   

Announcements included the city of the 2019 gala celebration which will be A 
Notable Night in Venice to be held at Proximity Hotel and the start of the Education 
Campaign Kick-Off. The summer will be busy months for many of our members. 

The Installation of the 2019-2020 Executive Committee brought the new leader-
ship team to the stage and a send off from Vanessa Skenes rounded off the presenta-
tions for the evening.  

Without any question, the Gathering of Guild Friends cocktail party was a cele-
bration of a wonderful year by our Guild. See photos on Page 3. 
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     Dear Guild Members, Friends and Sponsors, 

 

     Since 1964, the Greensboro Symphony Guild has cared passionately about the Arts, devoting thousands of volunteer hours 
and more than a million dollars to promote music education and appreciation in the Piedmont Triad. Why has “Music Mattered” for 
the past 55 years and still matters more than ever today? 

Music can change children who discover  its passion and power  – recognition of the wonder and emotion musical notes can 
elicit. Musical training gives children structure, enforces mathematics, and teaches learning and life skills, not necessarily in an 
academic situation. Music education is an important factor in helping children develop a strong sense of discipline and achievement. 
Music wires kids’ brains for success. It is an equalizer and a game changer. Maybe most importantly, music can teach children how 
to cooperate and work with others – incredibly important in today’s world.  

Music can change adults who view it as a celebration of the soul - a delightful expression in moments of joy and a comfort 
in times of profound sadness. The gift of music can solidify old friendships, create new ones and unite those friends in a singular 
purpose as it defines life’s most memorable moments.   

We live in exciting times! The Piedmont Triad is on the brink of a cultural awakening as the Steven Tanger Center for the 
Performing Arts prepares to open in the spring of 2020. Likewise, the Greensboro Symphony Guild is positioned to play a key role 
in community efforts to realize the full potential of both the economic impact as well as the enhanced quality of life that a more 
vibrant arts presence can have in our community. We have an awesome responsibility ahead, but I am confident that our very 
accomplished organization and dynamic volunteers are up to the challenge.  

When our Future Planning Team began its initial work, we resolved to focus on three priorities central to our purpose – promote 
Music Education, par ticular ly the Lillian Rauch Beginning Str ings program, expand Fundraising by building and 
strengthening sponsor partnerships and community collaborations, and revitalize our Membership, developing a robust plan for 
recruitment, retention and engagement.  As the Guild year concludes, I am pleased to report that we have had extraordinary success 
in all three areas, thanks to a strong, active and engaged membership and remarkable community support. All of these components 
have come together to create a positive and significant impact in our community. We also managed to have a great deal of 
enjoyment along the way!  

How do we continue this momentum? Remember  our  pr imary purpose and our  mission statement. Keep our  activities 
fun and compelling. Educate our membership and the community about the value of what we do. Continue to develop a cooperative 
spirit. Remember that our collective wisdom is greater than any one person as our efforts together can accomplish so much more. 
Ask yourself, how will my support of this organization benefit me; and consequently, how can my membership be of benefit to the 
organization?  Being an active and engaged member could present the opportunity for an exciting growth curve for you.  Those 
skills and traits you already possess may be just what someone saw in you and need for a particular task. Remember, they asked you 
so you already know they saw something in you. Say “Yes!” when asked to be a part or take the lead.  

As an organization, our best days are yet to come. Our full potential has yet to be realized. I look forward to continuing to work 
with you in what promises to be another energetic and exciting year ahead. 

On a personal note, I thank each of you for the privilege of serving as your Guild President. I have appreciated the opportunity 
to grow, be inspired, stretch, develop and create. I am overwhelmed and humbled by the success of our efforts this year thanks to the 
incredible leadership of our Executive Committee and Board, the support of an entire membership, generous sponsors and 
unprecedented community engagement. New friendships have been formed and old friendships renewed and strengthened. I 
continue to be struck by your willingness to jump in and help with whatever challenge has been presented, by your unlimited 
kindness, patience, grace, positive support, good humor and creativity. My parents always told me that whatever you think you are 
giving of yourself, you will undoubtedly receive so much more in return.  

For these many gifts, I sincerely thank you. 

My Warmest Personal Regards, 

  

 

  

 

 
 

LAURA GREEN 

“Music can change the world because it can change people. .” Bono  

Greensboro Symphony Guild 
President 2018-2019 



Mary Fran Schickedantz Receives  

Golden Note Award 
Congratulations to Mary Fran Schickedantz who was presented the Golden Note 

Award at the May 15th Guild Cocktail Party. This award is presented to a Guild member 
who has made an outstanding service contribution to the Guild and to the community. This 
year’s recipient has certainly done that over her years in the Guild. 

Mary Fran joined the Guild immediately after moving to Greensboro in 1968. She has 
been a GSO ticket holder since then, spanning the years from Morgenstern to Sitkovetsky. 
Mary Fran has been passionate about symphonic music since she took her first music ap-
preciation course at Ohio Wesleyan University. She wanted to impart the same passion 
and love for classical music onto her four children. She and her late husband, Paul, regu-
larly attended concerts with them and helped prepare them by checking out recordings of 
the program music from the Public Library prior to the concerts. 

 When Mary Fran joined the Guild in 1968, Guild members were responsible for pro-
moting the orchestra by selling tickets. Mary Fran was active in this volunteer effort. She 
also worked on the committee who regularly prepared rehearsal meals for the orchestra. In 
addition, she served on the Guild's Hospitality Committee for numerous years. Beginning 
in 1971, she served as an officer on at least 12 Guild Boards.   

In addition to her work as a Guild officer, Mary Fran put her impressive organization-
al and technical skills to good use in many other committee jobs. She was instrumental in 
writing, publishing and mailing the Guild's first newsletter and did this job for many years. 
She also served as Guild Treasurer for several years and was the first to use a digital form of 
accounting to significantly improve the efficiency and accuracy of the process. She published the Deb Handbook for the Presentation 
Ball Committee and remained an active volunteer with the Homes Tour, Gala, and Golf Classic Committees.  

One of her favorite activities was singing second soprano in the Guild's Women’s Chorus founded by Barbara Bair. For many 
years, the Women’s Chorus served as an effective marketing tool for the Guild, performing in various churches, community centers 
and retirement homes.  

She played a major role in developing and managing the first Elementary School Concerts. When the concerts were first orga-
nized in 1978, it was she who volunteered to work with the schools to manage the complicated transportation schedule.  Mary Fran 
was integral to executing the seating plan and making sure the buses moved along in a timely fashion. Prior to the concerts, she was 
actively involved with the traveling puppet shows designed by Guild members to teach the school children concert manners and eti-
quette.  

Most recently, when the Guild and GSO celebrated the 40th anniversary of our elementary school concerts with a special lunch-
eon in March of 2018, Mary Fran again put her considerable management skills to task, assisting Chairs Peggy Johnson and Judy 
Jolly in developing the invitation list, managing the r svp ’s, working out the seating arrangements, and handling the details of the 
luncheon.  

She remains active with the American Association of University Women and she has been active in Leadership Greensboro Sen-
iors since its inception.  

Mary Fran has contributed her time and talent to the Guild for more than 40 years.  Her leadership, management, and technical 
skills have had an enormous impact and have served as a blueprint for the modern Guild we enjoy today.  Congratulations and thank 
you Mary Fran for your years of service. 

 

Mary Fran Schickedantz 

Gathering of Guild Friends Cocktail Party 

Vanessa Skenes, Gail Wil-

liams, David Hamilton & 

Pam Stearns 

Dennis Stearns, Brenda 

Macfadden & Suzy Walker 

Andrea Knupp, Mary Ann 

Vinson, Vicki Steck & Vickie 

McGuirk 

Dave Osborne & Debbie McGee 

A Notable Night in Venice Co-

Chairs 

Debbie Faircloth & Donna 

Camp 
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LOVE ‘N MUSIC  — A SMASHING SUCCESS!! 

It was a beautiful morning, Thursday May 2, at Starmount Forest Country Club. We had 40 
ladies playing tennis in a round robin format!!!  

     Lunch was served for 80 at the clubhouse for the tennis players 
and other ladies who joined us for lunch only. Simply Meg’s spon-
sored a fashion show with the following fabulous models – Laura 
Green, Teresa Beaupre, Susan Riley and Elisabeth Kraska.  The 
shopping vendor tables were sponsored by Adapt First, KDI Design 
Group, Lancôme, Magnolia and Vine and Mechelle’s.  

     Our LOVE sponsors donated the following raffle items — Julie 
Brennan won the raffle for  and in-home dinner for 10 with Nino 
and his chef from Gia: Drink. Eat. Listen, Charisse Kleinman won 
the Marquis Furniture chair and Andrea Knupp won the John Hardy 
bracelet provided by Fink’s Jewelers.  

     We also want to thank our GRAND SLAM sponsors — ABBA 
Designs (donated our  center pieces), Green Hides Leather Studio, 
Harvey Wealth Management, KDI Design Group (pr inted our  t-
shirts) and Lancôme (donated our take-away gift).   

     There were additional raffles for a Contemporary Lady $100 gift 
card, Marquis Furniture ottoman, Winestyles wine tasting party for 10, Matt Logan party bus and 
a night at Proximity Hotel.    

The hard working event committee that made the tournament successful was Sherri Hill, 
Chair, Brenda Macfadden Co-Chair, Joanne Lahey, Lynne Alexander, Julie Brennan, Ka-
ren Hundgen, Donna Perkins, Frances Vinoski, Nancye Milam, Mechelle Lindenberg, Oliv-
ia Gillespie and Pam Smith.     

The net profit was approximately $13,000 – WOO HOO!!!    

Another Record Breaking Super Sale!!! 

A huge Thank You to all of the members of the Guild for another great Super Sale! After months of work donating, moving, 
pricing, sorting and arranging, we have concluded another wonderful Guild event! We can't possibly have organized this fundraiser 

without the help of so many super volunteers! We are pleased to announce that Super Sale raised just 
short of $40,000 to support our education mission. THANK YOU!!!!! All of you worked together, 
each in your own way, to assure the success of our 2019 Super Sale! Whether you donated merchan-
dise, an hour of your time or countless days, we appreciate all that you did! A huge thank you to all of 
our Guild Sponsors and particularly our Super Sale sponsors – Kotis Prop-
erties and Home to Home: Moving With Ease. We could not have 
reached our goals without the support of these valued sponsors.    

     In addition, we have some very special people who worked tirelessly for 
weeks – Jeannie Sparrow, Vicki Steck, Lynn Alexander, Kay Trout, Rose-
mary Reed, Jeanette Giddings, Ginny Nelson, Dianne and Kevin Pusch, 
Vickie McGuirk, Judy Weiss, Louann Clarke, Sandy Weston and Sue Ri-
ley. Also, Brenda Macfadden and her  team of cashiers, Teresa Beaupre and 

her group for the Preview Party, Ann and Steve Mueller for Check-in and our stellar Advertising team of 
Kim Riley, Phyllis Citron, Nancye Milam, Pam Smith and Peggy Hamilton. A huge thank you to 
all!!! 

 Please know that the Super Sale donated clothing, housewares, children's items and furniture at the end of our sale to Han-
nah’s Bridge, The Barnabas Network and to Goodwill. We hope to continue our gift of giving not only to the GSO but to our com-
munity at large. A comment from our cashier coordinator, Brenda Macfadden, sums up 
our goals and achievements: “ This year, as cashier, I had the opportunity to see so many 
people from the community come and benefit by buying items at such great prices as well 
as earning so much money for music education. Additionally, we were able to contribute 
many donations to other non-profits. I didn’t realize just how many folks truly benefit 
from this Super Sale.” 

 It has been our pleasure to coordinate this wonderful event and to see the many gifts 
that all of you bring to making this so successful.   

—Gratefully, Leslie Meadows, Karen Hundgen, Elizabeth Craft , MaryAnn Vinson, Vanessa Skenes and Andrea Knupp 

Bob Reed, Robert Green, 

Greg Smith & Mark Holt 

Debbie & Gerald 

McGee, Brenda Glenn & 

Vanessa Skenes 

Sherri Hill, Chair & Brenda 

Macfadden Co-Chair 

Mary Ingram, Teresa 

Beaupre, Elisabeth Kraska, 

Sue Riley & Sara Lindish 

Frances Vinoski & Donna 

Perkins 



 

Kri
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Dr. Nathan Street and Maria-Elena Surprenant 
from GCS Arts Highlight Recent Successes of 

GCS Arts at April 10 General Membership 
Meeting 

The general membership met on April 10 at the home of Julene Valitutto. 
Guest speakers Dr. Nathan Street, Ed. D., the Director of Fine Arts, and Maria-
Elena Surprenant, Curator of Fine Arts Grants, from Guilford County Schools 
presented the recent success and future goals of the Fine Arts Program. 

The Guilford County Schools Fine Arts Program has an overarching mission 
of ensuring every GCS student has access to a world class arts education experi-
ence and graduates with skills whereby he or she may be life-long arts learners 
and appreciators.  To this end, Dr. Street shared several awards and grants the 
Program has received in recent years.  They are briefly summarized below: 

2017 

 GCS was awarded the Professional Development in Arts Education grant 
valued at $1.4 million.  This grant is awarded by the US Department of Edu-
cation.  GCS was one of 20 recipients and the only recipient in North Caroli-
na. 

2018 

 John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts District of Excellence in 
Arts Education valued at $10,000.  

 National Association for Music Merchants (NAMM) Best Community for 
Music Education 

 Assistance in Arts Education Development Dissemination (AAEDD) grant 
valued at $2.5 million. This grant is awarded by the US Department of Edu-
cation.  GCS was one of 20 recipients and the only recipient in North Caroli-
na. 

 Lang Lang International Music Foundation Keys of Inspiration valued at $1 
million to place piano labs in Title I elementary schools. GCS was one of 
eight school districts selected nationally.  

2019 

 National Association for Music Merchants (NAMM) Best Community for 
Music Education for the second consecutive year. 

 Theresa Kennedy, choral director at Jamestown Middle School, named NC 
Choral Director of the Year and national Music Teacher of Excellence by the 
Country Music Association Foundation — 1 of 10 nationally recognized. 

 Dr. Sandra Teglas, elementary music teacher at Gibsonville Elementary 
School, named NC Elementary Music Teacher of the Year 

The monies awarded to GCS Fine Arts are largely due to the clear vision of 
the department which is outlined in its comprehensive Arts Master Plan 2022.  
This Master Plan reflects the aims, goals, and objectives of GCS Arts.  Dr. Street 
and Ms. Surprenant spoke briefly on the goals of the Master Plan and the pro-
grams it has implemented within GCS. These programs range from apprentice-
ship programs for older students to providing private lessons for students who 
normally would not be able to afford them. As Dr. Street stated “The research 
shows us that students involved in art are more likely to succeed in school. With 
these programs, we are leading the way to closing the opportunity gap and giving 
more of our students the chance to ignite their passion and interest in the arts and 
school.”   

It is easy to forget that GCS Arts is one of the premier arts education pro-
grams in the nation. Dr. Street and Ms. Surprenant’s presentation served as a 
wonderful reminder of this to all in attendance at the meeting. It sparked several 
conversations on how to further the Guild’s mission in supporting music educa-
tion initiatives. If you would like to learn more about the exciting work being 
done by Dr. Street and his team, go to one of the following addresses:  GCS Fine 
Arts Website: www.gcsnc.com/finearts; Arts Master Plan 2022: www.gcsnc.com/
page/17412; IGNITE Magazine highlighting GCS Arts: www.gcsnc.com/
page/55798. 

—GIFTS— 

-Undesignated- 

Altria Group, Inc. 

Kim and Derick Burgher 
in memory of Carol Sayer 

Margaret and Rodney Cooley 
in memory of Libby Gabriel 

Ingleside Garden Club 
in memory of Glorine Luper 

The Greensboro Lecture League 
in memory of Glorine Luper 

Beverly Wright 
in memory of Mary Ruth Phillips 

Heafner 

-Endowment- 

Amy Froneberger 
in honor of Joanne Lahey 

Peggy and David Hamilton 
in memory of  

Bernard Howard 
Carol Saylor  

Maureen Burns 

Peggy and David Hamilton 
in memory of 

Dr. Alexander Dyakonov 
Sue Payne Morgan 

Moyra Stevens 
Allan Beaver 

-Annual Education Campaign- 

Virginia Hewgley 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Martineau 
in honor of Grace Elizabeth 

Martineau 

http://www.gcsnc.com/finearts
http://www.gcsnc.com/page/17412
http://www.gcsnc.com/page/17412
http://www.gcsnc.com/page/55798
http://www.gcsnc.com/page/55798
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Daniel Crupi honored with  

Barbara Cone Award 
The Barbara Cone Award is presented for 

distinguished service in the advancement of music in 
the community and promotion of the Greensboro 
Symphony Orchestra.  The recipient does not have to 
be a Guild member.  This year’s recipient is not a 
Guild member but his love for music, his community, 
and his ability to work tirelessly with various groups 
to share the transformative gift of music is why our 
committee has chosen Mr. Daniel Crupi for this 
honor.  

Daniel came to Greensboro in 2011 to pursue 
a Master of Music degree after completing a Bachelor of Arts in Music at the 
University of Notre Dame.  Beginning in June 2013 he served as the GSO’s Director of 
Development and Public Relations and in 2016 he assumed the role of Chief Operating 
Officer of the GSO under President and CEO Lisa Crawford.  Since coming to the GSO 
he has worked tirelessly on fundraising- helping to grow individual philanthropy and 
corporate sponsorships; winning competitive national grants from the League of 
American Orchestras and National Endowment for the Arts;  co-founded  the Vivace 
Young Professionals;  pioneered unique concepts such as film/live concert 
performances; and managed media relationships, including TV, radio, digital and print 
media generating press coverage for the GSO in local and national outlets.   

Daniel has not only showed his dedication and willingness to work hard in his 
professional capacity, but also in his volunteer activities where he has shared his talents 
and abilities with the community at large.  He participates in the Rotary Club of 
Greensboro, Downtown Greenway, Notre Dame Club of Central North Carolina, and as 
Music Minister at Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church. 

We are delighted to award this well-deserved honor from the Greensboro 
Symphony Guild to Daniel.  Unfortunately, we are losing him as he moves on to 
another chapter in his life as the Executive Director of the Santa Fe Symphony and 
Chorus.   We are sad to lose Daniel, but he and Caroline have our very best wishes for 
the future ahead.  Congratulations, Daniel! 

—NEW MEMBERS— 
Dorena and Doug Boike 

 

Julie Brennan 
 

Jeanna Cole 
 

Amy Froneberger 
 

Tammy Mink Hayes and Jeff 
Hayes 

 

Virginia Hewgley 
 

Jennifer and Jim Martineau 
 

Mary Skenes 
 

Classics Honored at February  

Membership Tea 
With a packed crowd at the O.Henry Hotel 

and an agenda full of updates, the February 28 
Tea Party was a huge success. The afternoon 
started with recognition of the Classics as Laura 
Green shared some 'did you know' history 
acknowledging the work and contributions from 
these founding members. 

It was a bittersweet moment when the Bar-
bara Cone Award was given to Daniel Crupi 
acknowledging his years of service and fantas-
tic contributions.  

 

     The Youth Orchestra Honors Quartet provid-
ed a musical interlude and our membership was 
again, wowed by the talent and abilities of the 
quartet members.   

Mary Craven & Peggy Johnson 

Kim Ketchum & Linda Hiatt 

Daniel & Caroline Crupi 
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 Music is our Mission 

Focus on the GSO’s Innovative Education Programs 
Funds contributed by the Guild support a total of ten education programs administered by the Greensboro Symphony Orches-

tra. In this series we have already addressed The Greensboro Symphony Youth Orchestra (GSYO), Music in the Middle, the Ele-
mentary School Concerts, the High School Partnership Program, and The Beginning Strings Program but there are actually five 
remaining education programs that are supported by the Guild.  

The Greensboro Symphony’s nationally recognized OrKIDStra program is an interactive classroom and concert experience, 
emphasizing literacy, drumming, and musical expression for young children enrolled in Head Start. It fosters language and literacy 
skills along with positive messages of diversity, inclusion, and self-worth. Classes and concerts take place in Guilford, Alamance, 
Davidson, Rockingham, and Randolph counties.  

The OrKIDStra class component began in 2017 at Guilford Child Development’s 
Elm Street Center. It is inspired by symphony programs around the country and influ-
enced by Edwin Gordon’s research on how children learn music. Children receive weekly 
instruction from GSO musicians and staff, exposing them to live music at the highest 
level. They sing new and familiar songs, add movement, discover patterns, get hands-on 
drumming experience, and develop potential for future musical creating, listening, and 
expression.  

The Greensboro Symphony percussion ensemble performs OrKIDStra concerts for 
four- and five- year olds each spring. A professional storyteller joins the ensemble to 
bring a children’s book to life with sing-alongs, big-screen visual projections, and live 
music. Each child in Head Start receives his or her own copy of the chosen book. On Sat-
urday, May 18, OrKIDStra was part of the Greensboro Bound Literary Festival. Author 
Connie Schofield-Morrison and her husband, illustrator Frank Morrison were present for 
two performances at the Greensboro Central Library featuring their book, I Got the 
Rhythm. 

From January through March each year, musicians of the GSO give In-School En-
semble Concerts in all Guilford County elementary schools. The Brass Quintet, String Quintet, Woodwind Quintet, and Percus-
sion Trio combine to give over 70 performances and are heard by 12,000 fourth- and fifth-grade students! Presentations introduce 
students to orchestral instruments, prepare them for attending the annual Elementary School Concert, and encourage them to begin 
studying a musical instrument. 

In the Preludes series of pre-concert talks, guest speakers share insights into all Masterworks and select Chamber programs. 
Frequent guests include Dr. Gregory Carroll, Dr. David Nelson, and Dr. Joan Titus of UNCG and Dr. Wendy Looker of Guilford 
College. Saturday evening Masterworks Preludes typically feature Music Director Dmitry Sitkovetsky and guest artists.   

The Music at Midday series features performances in retirement communities 
and hospitals by the Greensboro Symphony Woodwind, Brass, String, and Per-
cussion ensembles. Concerts take place in the spring and offer audience mem-
bers the opportunity to meet musicians and ask questions. 

Finally, the newest program,             
CaringSound for Kids, is a communi-
ty partnership of the Greensboro Sym-
phony and Cone Health Systems. This 
exciting program provides weekly visits 
by GSO musicians to Cone Health’s 
pediatrics unit. Music is played for pa-
tients, creating opportunities for expres-
sion and socialization, while providing 
relief for stressed and concerned family 
members. 

As you can see, the varied and creative GSO education programs, administered by 
Education Director Peter Zlotnick, use precious funds to full advantage! It is remarkable 
that our orchestra has so many innovative ways to reach community members of all ages. 
The Guild is proud to play a part in enhancing Guilford and surrounding counties with the 
joys of symphonic music in all its forms. 

Wiley Sykes, Justin McConchie, and Peter 

Zlotnick perform in the 2018 OrKIDStra 

concert at the Greensboro Childrens Museum  

Members of the GSO String Quintet warm up before 

a Music at Midday performance  

Ruth Metheny interacts with a patient dur-
ing her CaringSound visit to Moses Cone 
Health 

Music Matters! 
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JoAnna Huffstetler Bright 

JoAnna grew up in Burlington, NC and graduated from Queens University in 
Charlotte with a Bachelor of Music Degree in Performance. She later received her 
Master in Music Education from James Madison University in Virginia.  

An active member of the Guild, JoAnna has served on various Presentation Ball 
Committees and recently co-chaired “A Notable Night in Paris,” the Guild’s Fall 
Fundraiser. A retired soloist, educator and choral director, she recognizes and appre-
ciates the value of the Guild’s work in advocating for and supporting music education 
and appreciation throughout the community. 

Married to Stephen Kenneth Bright, JoAnna also serves as an owner and officer 
of Bright Plastics, a custom injection molding firm. She is an Elder and Stephen Min-
ister in Westminster Presbyterian Church and enjoys participating in several Bible 
Study groups.  

Active in local and foreign missions, she has served in Mexico, Dominican Re-
public and Kenya. JoAnna and Steve have two children and four grandchildren. 

 

 

Rebecca Heafner Schlosser 

Rebecca joined the Symphony Guild in 1985, opened her home for the Sympho-
ny Tour of Homes in 1994 and 2004, was Presentation Ball Chair in 2005, Guild 
President in 2014-2015 and Honorary Chair of “A Notable Night in Paris” in 2018. 

She received her B.S. in Education from Western Carolina University and Mas-
ter in Education Degree from UNCG.  At Western Carolina University she has served 
on the Board of Visitors, Foundation Board of Directors, and presently is on Board of 
Trustees. 

Among her community volunteer contributions, Rebecca has served as Chair of 
the Board of Trustees of Family Service of Greensboro, Annual Campaign Chair of 
Hospice and Palliative Care, President of the Greensboro Junior League Sustainers 
and Chaired the first Greensboro Oyster Roast fundraiser for Family Service of 
Greensboro. 

She is married to Michael Andrew Schlosser, a retired attorney, and attends St. 
Pius X Catholic Church. Her son, Drew Schlosser, and his family live in Southlake, 
Texas. Rebecca is the grandmother of three lively little boys who call her Gigi. 

 
 
Richard Craig Siler 

Craig, a Greensboro native, will serve as Master of Ceremonies for the 2019 
Symphony Debutante Ball. He attended Wake Forest University earning a BS in Ac-
counting (1973), MBA (2003), and Certificate in Non-Profit Management (2014). 
During his professional career he owned and operated a variety of businesses over the 
last 45 years. Craig has also been an integral part of the volunteer and non-profit 
community serving on the boards of Peacehaven Farm, Greensboro Urban Ministry, 
Wake Forest School of Divinity, an elder at Starmount and Westminster Presbyterian 
churches, as well as, a third grade tutor and Grimsley High School mentor. 

He is married to Martha Barden Siler, a former Ball Chair, and is father to 
daughter Sharon Siler Wood, a 1998 Debutante residing in Washington, DC and son 
Christopher Andrew Siler of Greenville, SC. He is the proud grandfather of five and 
is affectionately known as Pop Pop, which is his most favorite job of all. 

 

Bright, Schlosser, Siler to Lead 2019 Symphony Presentation Ball 
The Greensboro Symphony Guild has named Mrs. Stephen Kenneth Bright (JoAnna) to Chair the 42nd annual Symphony 

Presentation Ball. Mrs. Michael Andrew Schlosser (Rebecca) has been chosen as the Honorary Chair, and the Master of Ceremonies 
will be Mr. Richard Craig Siler (Craig). 



 

 

Greensboro Symphony Guild  
Names Debutantes 

The Greensboro Symphony Guild has announced the names of 24 young women who will make their debuts at the 42nd annual 
Symphony Presentation Ball to be held December 28. 

The Symphony Presentation Ball honors outstanding young women with connections to the Greensboro area, who have made 
significant contributions within their communities. JoAnna Bright will serve as chair, Rebecca Schlosser will serve an honorary chair 
and Craig Siler will serve as Master of Ceremonies. 

The Guild sponsors many activities throughout the year which include a Spring Mothers’ Wine and Cheese, Spring Luncheon, 
Debutante Informal, Marshals’ Tuxedo Evening, Family Picnic, Fall Tea, Dad’s Barbeque, Holiday Tea, Waltz Evening and 
Rehearsal Brunch. The debutantes and their families will also enjoy “A Night at the Symphony” on September 21. In addition, the 
parents of the debutantes will host several parties in honor of their daughters. 

The debutantes are:     

ANIKA GRACE AMES, daughter  of Rosanna and Michael 
Ames of Greensboro, a student at the University of Alabama. 

OLIVIA GRACE BEAUPRE, daughter  of Teresa and Br ian 
Beaupre of Greensboro, a student at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

SAMANTHA JOY CABBELL, daughter  of Diane and Kyle 
Cabbell of Greensboro, a student at Elon University. 

ANNA SCOTT CHAMBERLIN, daughter  of Sher i and 
Andrew Chamberlin of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

MARY HARMON DERRICK, daughter  of Kim and Lee 
Derrick of Greensboro, a student at Appalachian State University. 

FAITH ELISE DYMEK, daughter  of Jennifer  and Stan 
Dymek of Greensboro, a student at Appalachian State University. 

PENELOPE IMOGENE HAZLETT, daughter  of Lisa 
Hazlett and Dan Hazlett, both of Greensboro, a student at Pace 
University in New York City. 

EMMA CAROLINE HEARD, daughter  of Elizabeth and 
Derrick Heard of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina State 
University. 

JILLIAN QUEEN HEARD, daughter  of Elizabeth and 
Derrick Heard of Greensboro, a student at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

MARGARET PATCHIN HENNIGAN, daughter  of Leslie 
and Tim Hennigan of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina 
State University. 

KATHERINE ELIZABETH HEWITT, daughter  of Ande 
and John Hewitt of Greensboro, a student at Wake Forest 
University. 

McEVILY ELIZABETH KING, daughter  of Kate and Ged 
King of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina State University. 

 

 

EMILY ROSE LIEBKEMANN, daughter  of Carmen and 
Walt Liebkemann of Greensboro, a student at Ohio State 
University. 

PATRICIA ANN McKEE, daughter  of Kelly and J im McKee 
of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina State University. 

SYDNEY JOANN MAYES, daughter  of Susie Mayes and 
Tommy Mayes, both of Greensboro, a student at the University of 
Georgia. 

MALLORY ROSS MINK, daughter  of Tammy Mink Hayes 
of Greensboro and Ross Mink of Kernersville, a student at the 
University of Alabama. 

RYANN SIMMONS MOORE, daughter  of Crozier  and 
Tracy Moore of Greensboro, a current student at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University who will transfer to 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the Fall of 2019. 

BRIDGET ELIZABETH SIMMONS, daughter  of Tammy 
and Rob Simmons of Greensboro, a student at High Point 
University. 

ALLISON CATHERINE SKENES, daughter  of Vanessa and 
Rob Skenes of Greensboro, a student at University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte. 

MARY MARGARET VIAL, daughter  of Penny and Dean 
Vial of Greensboro, a student at North Carolina State University. 

LAUREN ELIZABETH WHITLEY, daughter  of Jeanne and 
Mark Whitley of Greensboro,  a student at North Carolina State 
University. 

ASHLEY BAIN WILKIE, daughter  of Angie Wilkie Adams 
and Jim Wilkie of Greensboro, a student at University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro. 

HOLLI CAROLINE WILLIAMS, daughter  of Gwen and 
Scott Williams of Greensboro, a student at University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

EMMA BRENNAN WINSTEAD, daughter  of Mary and Ar t 
Winstead of Greensboro, a student at University of Georgia. 
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VIAL WHITLEY WILKIE WILLIAMS WINSTEAD 

MAYES MINK MOORE SIMMONS SKENES 

HENNIGAN HEWITT KING LIEBKEMANN McKEE 

DERRICK DYMEK HAZLETT HEARD HEARD 

AMES BEAUPRE CHAMBERLIN CABBELL 



Kristie Smith, Pam Pegram, Melissa Tankersley 
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A True First Lady        
of Music 

The Greensboro Symphony Orches-
tra is a long-time treasure for Greensboro 
and surrounding areas, bringing beautiful 
music via the truly talented orchestra 
members, guest artists and leadership of 
conductors.  Greensboro was twice gift-
ed in 1975 when Dr. Peter Paul Fuchs 
accepted his conductorship AND 
brought his wife, Elissa, to all who 
would have the good fortune to benefit 
from her personally or through her 
meaningful, cheerful influence in the 
community. 

Elissa was born and reared in New 
Orleans.  Her professional training as a 
ballerina began when she was only three 
years old.  Her determination to perform on 
stage took precedence over her academic studies and she left high school her last 
semester, not having been graduated.  The amazing “opening of doors” led her to 
opportunities with the Metropolitan Opera, the Ballet Russes and Broadway 
where Peter Paul was fortunate to meet and later marry her.  She has continued to 
teach dancing wherever they have lived and founded the Greensboro School of 
Ballet.  Her supportive father paraphrased the Fuch’s story, “Peter Paul’s early 
ambition was to be a conductor and Elissa’s was to be on stage. They met at the 
MET and lived out their dreams.”  The dream has given them a lovely daughter 
and granddaughter. 

March 10, 2019, brought more than 100 guests to celebrate Elissa’s 100th 
Birthday!  Past and present friends, professional colleagues and students brought 
memories and gifts still displayed in her living room.  As a dedicated attendee of 
the Symphony’s Masterworks and a member of the Greensboro Symphony Guild, 
Elissa’s birthday was recognized by Conductor Dmitry Sitkovetsky who dedicat-
ed the BRAHMS Symphony No. 3 to her at the February Austro-Hungarian De-
light Concert. The Guild looks forward to another year of Elissa Fuch’s friend-
ship and meaningful support. 

Spring Gathering of the 
Classics 

The final gathering of the "Classics" 
was held at the lovely home of Gail Hug-
gins at 200 Sunset Dr ive on Apr il 30th 
from 3-5pm. The weather was perfect. 
Gail served delicious flavors of iced tea 
with goodies furnished by members. Ap-
proximately 25 ladies attended, including 
Elissa Fuchs, wife of former  conductor , 
Dr. Peter Paul Fuchs. Elissa delighted the 
group by reminding us of many interest-
ing moments from years past.   

Elissa Fuchs 

Voices Rose in a Crescendo!  

Our Simply Social honoring New 
Members at GIA: Drink. Eat. Listen. was a 
smashing success. We had ten new 
and three potential members attend our 
SUPER lovely event along with about 35 
seasoned members. Many members sipped 
on the signature cocktail "Crescendo" or a 
glass of wine while we mingled and got to 
know our new members better. 

Thanks to Kathie Amato for providing 
the PowerPoint presentation on why Music 
Matters! and to Paul Kilmartin for his 
technical expertise. Special thanks to spon-
sor GIA: Drink. Eat. Listen. for providing 
our venue and a door prize; and to sponsor 
Botanica Flowers & Gifts for  providing 
the lovely floral arrangement that was also 
a door prize.  

Laura Wolf, Laura Kilmartin, Lori Holt, 

Laura Lorenz & Laura Green 

We Got Shamrocked! 

The 3rd annual 
"Let's Get Sham-
rocked!" was a big 
Irish hit! With close 
to 95 guests in attend-
ance, the Guild was 
able to raise close to 
$3,600 to support the 
GSO music education 
programs.  Thank you 
to everyone who 
came out for this fes-
tive evening! 

Co-chairs Katie Bodie 

& Betsy Craft 

Deb Moms Meet for Wine and Cheese 

The mothers of our 2019 Symphony Presentation Ball Debutantes met for their 
first gathering at the beautiful home of Laura Green, 2018-19 Guild President, on 
April 16. This was the first of twelve events that our Presentation Ball Committee 
hosts for our Debutantes and their fami-
lies. 

The Mothers were greeted by their 
host, Laura Green, JoAnna Bright, Ball 
Chair, and Rebecca Schlosser, Honorary 
Chair. After the Moms had an opportunity 
to meet one another and visit, several of 

the 50-
member Presentation Ball Committee presented 
information about the December 28th Ball and all the 
events which lead up to it. This, our 42nd Presenta-
tion Ball Season, promises to be a special year for 
our Debs and their families.  

      The Wine and Cheese Committee who provided 
such a great event to kick off the year are: Karen 
Claypool, chair ; Sandra Ennever; Andrea 
Knupp; and Pauletta Root. Thanks to their  ef-
forts, all enjoyed a festive and fun afternoon. Deb Mother Jennifer Dymek & 

Social Secretary Beverly 

Wright 
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 Kick Ass Concepts 

             Dine. Drink. Delight 

Whether it’s bringing innovation and modernization to Greensboro’s burgeoning Midtown area or spearheading the colorful and 
original murals around town, Kick Ass Concepts is enhancing the quality of life in the Piedmont Triad. The company has not only 
successfully established groundbreaking dining and entertainment options, but it has recently invested in both local and international 
artists. Such efforts are helping to give new life and meaning to the KAC properties as well as the city in general.  

A Maestro-level sponsor ($15,000) for the 2018-19 Symphony Guild year, this progressive company includes some of the re-
gion’s most exciting and original businesses. A Greensboro favorite, the Pig Pounder Pavilion, hosted Oktoberfest! in October and 
Let’s Get Shamrocked in March. Both events combined great musical programs and delicious food and beverages and were 
well attended by Guild members and guests alike. 

According to President Laura Green, the partnership between Kick Ass Concepts and the Greensboro Symphony Guild has been 
a natural fit. “Our collaboration has been exciting. Kick Ass Concepts is a forward-thinking company whose leadership is dedicated 
to supporting arts exposure and appreciation to residents and visitors of all ages. The murals bring art to people where they live and 
work. Likewise, the Symphony Guild takes music to people from preschool age to senior citizens where they live and learn, from the 
concert halls to the school auditoriums to the retirement facilities.” 

Kick Ass Concepts’ current offerings include some of Greensboro’s favorite dining and entertainment options: 

 Burger Warfare—an industrial warfare themed gourmet craft burger bar, also offering adult shakes and an amazing 
craft beer lineup; 

 Darryl’s Wood Fired Grill—a North Carolina establishment since 1971, Darryl’s has been the Triad’s premier steak 
and rib house for more than 30 years; 

 Pig Pounder Brewery & Pavilion—a craft microbrewery specializing in (but not limited to) English-style ales, also 
featuring an interactive tasting room and hourly brewery tours; 

 RED Cinemas—a luxury movie theatre with 15-screen stadium seating and an amazing craft beer selection as well as 
wine, espresso, fresh popcorn and delicious snack variety; 

 Painted Plate at the Vineyard—a premiere catering venue featuring masterful cuisine, artistic presentation and im-
peccable service for exclusive celebrations and corporate events. 

The company is led by celebrated entrepreneur William M. “Marty” Kotis, President and CEO of Kotis Properties (parent com-
pany of Kick Ass Concepts), a real estate development firm specializing in retail and restaurant real estate. The Piedmont Triad’s 
largest retail shopping center developer, Marty Kotis is a graduate of both the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  Well-known and highly regarded throughout the Southeastern U.S. for his expertise in 
site selection, development and investment–capital services, Kotis has served on the Board of the N.C. Restaurant and Lodging As-
sociation, the Council of International Restaurant Real Estate Brokers and the external Advisory Board of UNC-G North Carolina 
Entrepreneurship Center. He currently serves on the UNC Board of Governors. 

Bart Ortiz and Brad Semon complete the company’s leadership team. KAC President Ortiz is considered a creative, forward-
thinking leader with a broad range of experience driving operations for restaurants and visionary team management.  He is well-
known and respected throughout the region, as is celebrated restaurateur Brad Semon who concentrates on catering concepts for the 
company. Both Ortiz and Semon’s talents and expertise are proving invaluable to the company’s growing success. 

“The Symphony Guild is extremely grateful to Kick Ass Concepts for their support and affiliation this year,” adds Laura Green. 
“We have had a beneficial alliance; their most generous support has enabled us to affect more than 50,000 school age children alone. 
Both of us are committed to the fact that art is too important not to share, and that art transcends cultural barriers. Together, we are 
making life better for all of us in Greensboro and the Piedmont Triad.” 

A sampling of the murals commissioned and curated by Kotis Street Art Murals. 

Artist: Jeks Artist: Allison Cosmos Artist: Belin 



Spreading the Word about 
the Guild 

The Gate City Rotary welcomed 
Kathie Amato as the speaker  for  one 

of their spring meetings. 
Kathie was able to thank 

the Gate City Rotary 
members in person for 

their generous contribu-
tion to the Lillian Rauch 

Beginning Strings pro-
gram. She also presented 
the research the Guild has 

assembled, outlining why the arts make 
communities Healthy, Wealthy and 

Wise. Data shows that the arts and arts 
education have a significant impact on 

physical and mental health, on levels of 
civic engagement, on the educational 
attainment of students, and on the eco-

nomic health of communities. A special 
thank you goes to Mark Littrell, a mem-

ber of the Gate City Rotary, for arranging 
this presentation opportunity for the 

Guild. 
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2019 Annual Education Campaign has Started 

The Annual Education Campaign is now underway and we encourage you to 
make a contribution. The campaign, which has been in place since 2015, has con-
sistently been a great success in providing much-needed funds to further the im-
portant music education work supported by the Guild. The Guild directs the dis-
tribution of these funds to specific education programs each year, to meet addi-
tional needs that would go unmet without the monies provided through the Annu-
al Education Campaign. 

Mitzie Weatherly is the chair  for  the 2019 campaign, which star ts in 
May and runs through December 31. For your convenience you may make your 
contribution at the same time you renew your membership. Contributions may be 
made in memory or in honor of someone special in your life. Donor names and 
honorees will be published in the Guild Horn and Tuned in Tuesdays throughout 
the fall.  

The 2018 campaign set a record for giving to the Annual Education Cam-
paign and provided funds to support purchasing instruments for the expanded 
OrKIDStra program for Head Start children as well as for the Lillian Rauch Be-
ginning Strings program, needs-based scholarships for the GSYO tour, additional 
lessons for the Lillian Rauch Beginning Strings program, and support for Car-
ingSound (formerly known as Musicare for Kids).  

We are looking forward to having another highly successful Annual Educa-
tion Campaign and we thank you in advance for your support of this very im-
portant initiative! 

15th Annual SOVA 
Roundtable! 

October 8-9, 2019 

 The Miller Theater in Augusta, 
GA 

SOVA's mission is to SUPPORT and 
SHARE: ideas, best practices, resources, 
expertise, skills, strategies. At the 
Roundtable explore these topics around... 

MOTIVATION: 

 WHY ARE WE MOTIVATING: the 
economic impact  of the arts in com-
munities 

 WHO ARE WE MOTIVATING: 
sample millennial showcase project 

 HOW ARE WE MOTIVATING: 
digital marketing and fundraising 
strategies 

 Successful Roundtable strategies 
from around the region 

For more information, please contact our 
SOVA Reps: Vanessa Skenes - 
vskenes@gmail.com or Ronda Szyman-
ski – rbszymanski@gmail.com  

P-O-E-TRY 
That was the word that the 3rd and 4th graders were chanting as they exited 

the concert sponsored by the Greensboro Symphony at Grimsley High School in 
March. 

Special guest Josephus III was spellbind-
ing as he guided the students to the realization 
that music is a unique form of poetry.  The 
notion that music always tells a story, was 
reinforced by Evan Feldman, as he conducted 
his musicians for 10 concerts over a 5 day 
period, performing to the majority of the 3rd 
and 4th grade students in Guilford County. 

Special thanks to the Greensboro Sym-
phony Guild volunteers, their friends and 
some of the husbands who helped with logis-
tics, manning the flags, directing, counting, 
and other numerous jobs that it takes to keep 
things running efficiently.  

A special shout out to Sheri Summerell, 
our education liaison with the GSO, who managed for the buses to arrive in a 
timely manner and crafted a pre-concert slide show to help keep the students en-

tertained while waiting for 
the concert to begin. 

     For 41 years, the “Young 
People’s Concert” has been at 
the heart of what the Guild 
does for our community.   
This concert was the perfect 
learning experience for our 
students and a wonderful 
memory as well.    

     Let’s continue to strive 
towards these types of experi-
ences and memories. 

 

Kathie Amato 

mailto:vskenes@gmail.com
mailto:rbszymanski@gmail.com


The Guild Benefits from 
Buckhead Betties 

Our April Fundraiser with Buckhead 
Betties was a great success, exceeding 
our expectations with about 180 shop-
pers and $1800 raised for the Guild. 
With a turnout of both Guild members 
and community shoppers, we were busy 
the entire day and especially enjoyed our 
shoppers pausing long enough to show 
us their purchases. 
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Youth Orchestra Concludes a  

Remarkable Year 
The Youth Camerata, Youth Philharmonic and Youth Orchestra performed at 

their final concert of the year on May 19 at Dana Auditorium. Audience members 
witnessed first hand the dynamic instructors who mentor our talented young mu-
sicians ranging in age from 7-17. Conductors included Colleen Chenail (Youth 
Philharmonic) and Rachel Watson and Ryane Dunnagan (Youth Camerata). 

Conducted by Evan Feldman, the Youth Orchestra performed the first move-
ment of the Haydn Cello Concerto in C, music of Dvorak and Tchaikovsky, and 
the premiere performance of the winning work in this year’s Young Composers 
Contest: Excursion into Philosophy by GSYO member Ian Jones. The featured 
soloist for the Haydn piece was Kevin Agner. 

Scholarships funded by the Guild, including the Conductor’s Award, Sulli-
van Award, Sam Wilson Award, and Armfield/Eichhorn Scholarship, were pre-
sented by President-Elect Vanessa Skenes. It has been a stellar year for all of the 
youth orchestras. Auditions for next year’s ensembles are just around the corner 
in early September and we look forward to another wonderful 2019-2020 season. 

In Memoriam 
Hughlene & Bill Frank 

 
Hughlene and Bill Frank perished in a house fire on May 19, 2019. Hughlene had 
been a Guild member since 1978. The following testimonial was made in support 
of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra and Symphony Guild by Hughlene.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testimonies to the power of educational outreach, Hughlene and Bill Frank’s 
lives were transformed by early musical experiences. 

 

Raised in a small town of 1,500, Hughlene played in her high school band 
and studied piano under a Julliard graduate. However, she remembers her true 
interest in music awakening following an outreach performance by the North Car-
olina Symphony. “While Bill grew to love music through his parents, that partic-
ular performance was instrumental in introducing me to classical symphonic mu-
sic,” she says. “The Greensboro Symphony does the same in the surrounding are-
as.  It brings awareness—exactly what that concert did for me in my small town.” 

The GSO made a similarly strong impression when the Franks married and 
began their lives here in 1970. “It stands out for us because it was our introduc-
tion to the cultural life of Greensboro,” says Hughlene. “It was, and still is, an 
organization that reached out into the community and functioned as the founda-
tion of what Greensboro stands for as a city.” 

 After developing a network of friends centered around the Symphony Guild 
and the Endowment, the Franks wanted to make a difference in a meaningful 
way. “It was a circle of friends helping a very worthy cause that makes a tremen-
dous difference in our community,” she says.  “Once you have contributed to the 
Endowment Fund, your excitement about what is happening at the Symphony just 
continues to grow. And you never know who you are touching.” 

An Enjoyable Evening of 
Shopping at Soft Sur-

roundings 
About 40 shoppers joined us on a 

blustery evening of shopping and re-
freshments. Jonah Chiu and Sabrina 
Patel, along with 
their teachers Col-
leen Chenail and 
Katherine Miller 
from the Music 
Academy of 
North Carolina 
and Honour An 
and Hope Carter-
Davis of GSYO 
provided violin concerts for our shop-
pers.   

Nine shoppers won a gift bag with a 
fun surprise and Pauletta Root won the 
gift card.  Thanks to our shoppers sup-
porting this event, the Guild raised $524 
in support of our Education programs!  

Laura Green, Andrea Alemanni & 
Laura Kilmartin 
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Save the date for A Notable Night…in Venice on Saturday, November 2nd, at 
Greensboro’s Proximity Hotel from 6:30 pm -10:30 pm with Pam and Dennis 
Stearns serving as our  Honorary Chairs. Carolyn Woodruff and Dwight 
Ensley will share the duties of the Master  of Ceremonies.  

At the May 15th General Membership Meeting, co-chairs Debbie McGee and 
Dave Osborne revealed the fabulous destination city for  our  gala event. On A 
Notable Night, you will be transported to the city that has inspired poets, writers, 
and musicians for centuries.  

The evening will offer: fabulous foods, endless exciting entertainment, a silent 
auction featuring incredible items, unique limited raffle opportunities and a 
beautiful spacious setting to mingle with friends, old and new. As a supporter, your 
Notable Package (ranging from $175 to $1200) will include Event Tickets, a Pre-
Party Toast, beverage coupons, entry into limited raffles, your name included in 
our Event Program, and an event button to wear identifying your level of support. 
This event is open to Guild members and non-members alike—più siamo, meglio è 
(the more the merrier)! 

Your support of this fundraiser will help us continue our wonderful 
educational programs. You can go to gsoguild.com for event details and to order 
packages. You can pay online or mail a check to Debbie McGee. Pre-sale packages 
are limited so don’t delay. Purchase your package early. We look forward to 
hearing from you and hope to see you at A Notable Night…in Venice!  

Debbie McGee and Dave Osborne  
2019 Co-Chairs for A Notable Night  

Mark Your Calendar — Fall Activities and Events! 

Season Opening 
Social 

September 12 

6—8 pm 

The Art Shop 

General Membership 
Meeting  

Luncheon 

Tuesday, September 24 

11:30 a.m - 1:30 p.m. 

Proximity Hotel 
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Look for our email newsletter,  

Tuned in Tuesday, on August 20th  

—VIRTUOSO— 
iHeartRadio 

Lancôme 
Green Valley Grill 
Print Works Bistro 

Proximity Hotel 
O.Henry Hotel  

 

—MAESTRO— 
Pig Pounder Brewery 

RED Cinemas 
 

—SYMPHONY— 
AmaWaterways 
Fink's Jewelers 

Kriegsman Boutique and Luxury 
Outerwear 

Woodruff Family Law Group 

—CHAMBER— 
AAA Self Storage 

Abba Design 
I.T.WORX 

R3 Wealth Management Group - 
UBS 

 

—ENSEMBLE— 
DLM Builders, Inc. 
Heritage Greens 

Home to Home—Moving With Ease 
Josephine's Catering 

Shamrock Environmental Corporation 
Well-Spring Retirement Community 

 
—QUARTET— 

ABolder Image 
Association Management Group, Inc. 

Botanica Flowers & Gifts 
Bright Plastics 

CareySound AVL 
 

—QUARTET (cont.)— 
Gate City Cremations/Forbis & Dick       

Funeral Service 
Gia: Drink. Eat. Listen 

Penland Custom Frames 
Southern Engraving 

Stearns Financial Group 
Trinity Pension Group 
JoAnna & Steve Bright 

Gay & Don Brady 
Peggy & Marion Follin 

Lori & Mark Holt 
Judy & Robert Jay 
Kim & Bob Jones 

Charisse & Phil Kleinman 
Andrea & Ralph Knupp 

Sue & Neil Lutins  
in honor of Laura Green 
Linda & Rod Mortenson 

Mila & David Weavil 

 
—DUETS— 

Landmark Builders 
Lindsey & Frank Auman 
Susan & David Nickell 

Many Thanks to our 2018-2019 Guild Sponsors 

HAPPY 
TO ALL! 

2019-2020 slate of officers (l-r):  Treasurer, Cindy Bates; Secretary, Kim Littrell; VP Opera-

tions, Leslie Meadows; VP Marketing/Publicity, Kim Riley; VP Fundraising, Judy Jay; VP 

Education Kathie Amato; President-Elect, Ronda Szymanski; President, Vanessa Skenes; Past

-President, Laura Green. 


