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Greensboro Symphony Youth 

Orchestra begins its 44th season  
The Greensboro 

Symphony Youth Or-

chestra has begun prac-

tice for the 2015-16 sea-

son. Their first concert 

will be on Sunday, 

November 22, 2015 at 

Greensboro Day School. 

We encourage all Guild 

members and guests to 

join the Guildôs Execu-

tive Board for this FREE 

concert showcasing 

these talented young 

musicians.   

 

GSYO  history 

The GSYO was founded in 1971 by Greensboro 

Symphony Society, through  initial efforts of Sam 

Wilson, a Board member of Greensboro Symphony 

Orchestra. Today, Nathaniel Beversluis, now in his 

fifth year as Music Director, leads the orchestra into 

its 44th season. The orchestra has 55-75 players. Tui-

tion is $250 per year, and scholarships are available 

for both merit and financial need. 

 

Mission 

The GSYO is an educational project directed and underwritten by the GSO. Created as an 

honors ensemble for the best and brightest young musicians from the Greensboro area, the youth 

orchestra has grown significantly in the past decade. The program now includes ensembles for 

students of varied ability levels, with musicians traveling to Greensboro from Burlington, 

Reidsville, Asheboro, Salisbury, Raleigh, and Southern Virginia. 

In addition to local performances, the orchestra performs on tour. Regional tours have in-

cluded cities in North and South Carolina. Major tours take place every few years and have in-

cluded performances at the Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall, as well as in Vienna, Salzburg, 

and Munich. In 2014 they performed in Chicago. Regional tours will be included again this year.  

 

Progressive goals 

Beginning originally as a youth orchestra, the program has grown to include five ensembles 

with progressive educational goals and opportunities for everyone from young players to ad-

vanced high school students. Students are placed into ensembles and the GSYO by audition. All 

musicians must audition every new season regardless of their previous placement. Students take 

part in weekly rehearsals and sectionals, two to five public performances per year, domestic and 

(GSYO continued on page 2) 

The Guildôs first real ñGalaò 

event was held on September 24, 

1977 at Greensboro Country 

Club. The Autumn Overture 

Ball kicked off the 1977-78 Sym-

phony season. It was a black tie 

event, with cocktails from 7-9, 

dinner at 9 and dancing with Burt 

Massengale and his orchestra. A 

silent auction included the unique 

items of a microwave oven and a 

moped! The ball raised $6000 and 

made possible the first Young 

Peopleôs concert given by the 

orchestra. Four thousand 3rd and 

4th graders of Greensboro City 

schools attended the concerts in 

March 1978. 

This season, the Guild Gala 

was the Big Band, Bourbon & 

Blandwood event held on Octo-

ber 10, 2015. It combined ele-

ments from different eras in the 

cultural life of the nation and took 

place in a historically significant 

building. Both then and now, the 

Guild has depended on the hard 

work and creativity of the mem-

bers, and the generosity of spon-

sors and underwriters. Both then 

and now, the ultimate goal of sup-

port for educational programs and 

the Greensboro Symphony Or-

chestra remains the same. 
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        What a wonderful beginning to our Guild year!  I hope that each 

of you is finding your place in our organization and becoming a part 

of our exciting new year! 

        Congratulations to our 2015 Bravo Award winner, Ann 

Mueller. Ann received her much deserved award at our September 

luncheon and we are so proud that Ann has chosen the Guild to use 

her many and varied talents. Weôre a better organization thanks to 

such talented and tireless members. 

        Many thanks to Chair, Linda Baker, and her team on the Office 

Support committee for a great job adding our Big Band, Bourbon and 

Blandwood inserts in all of the GSO playbills for September. What 

great publicity for us! 

        Our largest fundraiser of the year, Big Band, Bourbon & Bland-

wood, was a huge success! Many thanks to Chairs Laura Green and Kristie Smith, along 

with their hard working committee, for producing such an incredible event for our entire 

community. Magz King and Indira Lindsay Roberts were responsible for an amazing si-

lent auction and we thank our many corporate sponsors and Guild supporters for making the 

evening such an achievement for the Guild! 

We continue to be able to promote our activities and mission, thanks to the ongoing 

work of our Website gurus, Peggy Hamilton, Ann Mueller and Indira Lindsay Roberts.  

Pam Smith deserves much recognition for all of the print, TV and billboard coverage we 

have had for our Blandwood event as well as general recognition of our Guild. 

Our first General Membership Meeting was held at the home of Andrea Knupp on 

October 21st. Our hospitality Chair Joan Stevenson, along with committee members Rhon-

da Barrett and Ronda Szymanski, made us all feel welcomed along with a great program 

planned by Dorry Tooke, Program Chair. 

Please remember that our new Annual Education Campaign continues through Decem-

ber. Many thanks to those of you who have already contributed to this new initiative. There 

is still time to become a part of our ability to increase music education programs this year.  

Chairs Kathie Amato and Frances Vinoski are available for more information. 

The Music in the Middle concerts for our seventh grade students were run beautifully by 

Chair Linda Wilson and her committee of Lex Kulman and Alison Santiago.  As we 

moved to our new venue at Grimsley High School, we were able to welcome and seat thou-

sands of students to make this event a wonderful experience for all. 

     Mojgan Jordan and Betsy Craft made plans for our Contemporaries to join the 

GSO Vivace Group for a ñMystery Nightò party at Green Valley Grill after the October 30th 

Masterworks concert. What a wonderful way for this growing group of younger members to 

kick off the year.  

Watch for more information about our upcoming General Membership Meeting on  

November 11 at the home of Mary Ingram. Peter Zlotnick, GSO Education Manager, will 

be joining us to speak about the GSYO and their programs. 

And you wonôt want to miss our first ñSimply Socialò event on November 17 at Finkôs 

Jewelers. Co-sponsored by Finkôs and First Citizens Bank, the evening will include a cook-

ing demonstration by Retoôs Home Cuisine and music by the Honors Quartet of the GSYO. 

Please join us for all of our activities as we continue to support the GSO and music edu-

cation. 

 

Kind regards, 

Andrea Knupp, President 

!ƴŘǊŜŀ YƴǳǇǇ 

international performing trips, 

chamber music, and various related 

social and cultural activities. An 

annual Fall Retreat is held in early 

October, including rehearsals, sec-

tionals, activities, movies, games, 

and a campfire. 

This year, two new ensembles 

have been added: Symphony Rep-

ertory Strings (chamber size string 

orchestra for students up through 

grade 11 who play near the level of 

Youth Orchestra) and Symphony 

Junior Philharmonic (elementary 

school grades 1-5 who have begun 

lessons and are ready for the expe-

rience of playing in an ensemble). 

 

Scholarships and Awards 

Scholarships provided by the 

Guild are granted for both merit 

and financial needs. We annually 

support $1,000 for Tuition Scholar-

ships and $2,350 toward private 

music lessons, summer music 

camps and one scholarship for a 

student who plans to continue the 

study of music at the college level. 

We also support the Conduc-

tor's Award for $400, recognizing 

an outstanding senior who has been 

a member for the past three years.  

In 2014, we raised additional funds 

through our Past President's Gala 

packages, allowing us to add anoth-

er $500 for needs based tuitions and 

$2,550 for five additional private 

lessons or music camp scholar-

ships.  

Dollars from the new Annual 

Education Campaign will fund edu-

cation initiatives that are currently 

unmet due to rising costs and in-

creased demand. This will enable 

us to increase our current programs.   

All Guild Scholarships are 

awarded at the GSYO Spring Con-

cert Banquet, by the Guild Presi-

dent. 

 

Concerto Competition 

This competition determines 

soloists to perform at Winter and/or 

Spring Concerts. Winners are cho-

sen by audition in November or 

(GSYO continued from page 1) 
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Note from the President... 
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December with a panel of judges, including 

the GSYO Director. 

 

Support 

The GSYO season is made possible 

through support of Lincoln Financial Foun-

dation, as well as Greensboro Symphony 

Guild, Friends of the GSYO, and Greensboro 

Symphony Orchestra. 

 

CD Release 2015 

Over two days in Spring 2015, the 

GSYO recorded a CD at Wake Forest Uni-

versity and The Manifold in Pittsboro. It 

features two pieces about the North Carolina 

region and the American classic Rhapsody in 

Blue. It is titled ñTaking it Home". 

ñA Pilgrimageò by Scott Shea was the 

winning submission in our inaugural GSYO 

Young Composers Competition. Peter Zlot-

nick and Nate Beversluis started this compe-

tition, open to all North Carolina students 

ages 18 and younger, to motivate aspiring 

composers and give them the possibility to  

have works performed by their peers. The 

piece describes Sheaôs move from Texas to 

North Carolina while he was in early high 

school and portrays his mixed and varied 

feelings as he became established in a new 

home. Scott Shea graduated from Page High 

School, Greensboro, in 2015. 

George Gershwinôs Rhapsody in Blue 

concludes the album, with Nate Beversluis 

conducting from the piano.  

ñTaking it Homeò is currently available 

in physical CD format only. It features beau-

tiful cover design and artwork by GSYO 

Alumna Rachel Coates. Priced at $20.00, all 

proceeds benefit the GSYO. It is available 

through CDBaby.com and at Barnes & No-

ble in Friendly Center, 3102 Northline Ave., 

Greensboro, through November 10.  The CD 

will also be available at a future Guild meet-

ing and at all GSYO concerts. Õ 

(GSYO continued from page 2) 
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Plans are being made for a casual social 

in November at the home of Betsy Craft. 

Watch your email for the date, and come 

enjoy fellowship, wine and cheese, and a 

chance to discuss what the group can do to 

help the Guild this year!  

Co-Chairs are Betsy Craft and Mojgan 

Jordan.   

Finkôs Jewelers, First Citizenôs Bank 

to host social  for Guild and guests 
Spend an evening at Finkôs Jewelers, 1951 Battleground Avenue, and  mingle 

with friends while enjoying wine/beer, food, a cooking demo by the popular Chef 

Reto from Retoôs Kitchen and music by the Honors Quartet from Greensboro 

Symphony Youth Orchestra.  

Yes, Finkôs Jewelers and First Citizenôs Bank are again sponsoring a ñSimply 

Socialò evening for Guild members and their guests. The event is for couples and 

singles and will take place on November 17th, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

The addition this year of Chef Reto promises to make it even more interesting 

and fun, as Guild members will be invited to participate in the cooking.  

Be on the lookout for your invitation to arrive in the mail. For now, mark your 

calendar and plan to attend. The RSVP deadline is Thursday, November 12th. Please 

RSVP to Frances Vinoski at fvinoski@triad.rr.com . There is no charge.  

 

bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ 5ƻǊǊȅ ¢ƻƻƪŜΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
An informal gathering for new members and their spouses/guests will be held at 

the home of Dorry Tooke, at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 17th. The group will 

then move on to the general membership social located at Fink's Jewelers.   

 

We are delighted to report ongoing great response to the Annual Education 

campaign. We are accepting donations to the campaign through the end of 

December. If you have not contributed, we encourage you to do so. There is no set 

contribution amountðplease give as you feel moved to do so. You may send your 

donation to the Guild office at P.O. Box 10408, Greensboro, NC 27404.  

The monies raised through this campaign will be used for currently unmet 

education needs that have arisen through the combined effects of rising costs and 

increased demand. The activities funded will be selected by Guild leadership, with 

all monies raised going directly to meet those specified areas of need. Targeted 

programs include scholarships, tuition, summer music camp, private music lessons 

and an additional high school partnership.  

We are keeping a list of all donors, publishing new donors in each newsletter 

and compiling a complete listing of all donors for recognition on a master list to be 

published at the close of the campaign. A number of individuals made donations at 

the September General Membership luncheon for whom we do not have names. If 

you made a donation on that day and have not received a written thank you on behalf 

of the campaign, please let us know via an email to Kathie Amato at  or Frances 

Vinoski. We will make sure to add your name to the master list and extend public 

thanks in the next issue of the Guild Horn. 

We would like to thank the following donors who made contributions between 

September 7 and October 6:  

 

Annual Campaign brings positive response 

Janet Barham      Mary Fisher 

Donna Hodgeman      Mary Elizabeth Irvin 

Judy Jolly      Lex Kulman 

Anonymous cash donations at September Luncheon   $140.00 

mailto:fvinoski@triad.rr.com
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Left: Maestro Dmitry 

Sitkovetsky and Presenta-

tion Ball Chair, Beverly 

Wright, pose with  

Debutantes during ñA 

Night at the Symphonyò.  

 

Center: Suellen Milton 

and Andrea Knupp shown 

during a manicure party 

and brunch hosted by 

Suellen.  

 

Bottom:  Debs Rhaude 

Dahlinghaus, Caroline 

Byerly, Christine Dudkie-

wicz, and Emily Bohrer  

enjoy brunch at the mani-

cure party. 

Debutante Season in Full Swing  

This yearôs Symphony Guild Debutantes enjoyed several events over the past 

few months. In September, Suellen Milton, Honorary Chair of this year's Ball, 

hosted a manicure party and a brunch for the Debutantes. 

On September 26, the Debutantes and their families attended "A Night at the 

Symphony". The evening included a pre-symphony reception hosted by the Sym-

phony Guild Debutante Ball Committee. Maestro Dmitry Sitkovetsky attended the 

reception and spoke to guests about the evening's program. 

In October, the Symphony Guild Debutante Ball Committee hosted a Fall Tea 

for mothers of this year's Debutantes. The mothers enjoyed a wonderful afternoon 

at the lovely home of Laura Green while discussing final plans for the Ball. 

 

Invitation to the celebration 

Chair Beverly Wright invites all Guild members to attend the Ball. Beverly 

says, "It is a wonderful family event to celebrate young women in our community. 

It is a celebration of the relationship between the Debutantes and the Symphony." 

The cost of an entire table of 10 for the whole night is $650. The night begins 

with a cocktail hour at 6:30. Presentation is from 7:30 to 8:30, followed by dinner 

at 8:30. At 10:00, dancing and the Ball celebration continue until 12:30 a.m.  An 

invitation to the event is on page 5 of this publication and includes RSVP infor-

mation. 

 

Volunteers needed for setup 

The Symphony Debutante Ball Committee desperately needs your help! We 

need at least 50 volunteers to help set up at the Sheraton Four Seasons on Decem-

ber 23rd. Last year, with helpful hands, we finished in one day. Please, please con-

sider giving your time and energy on the 23rd!  Please contact Laura Wolf to vol-

unteer for either or both shifts: 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 12:00 noon to 4:00 

p.m. 



.ŀǊōŀǊŀ /ƻƴŜ !ǿŀǊŘ 
bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ bƻǿ hǇŜƴ 
The Nominations Committee is now ac-

cepting nominations for the Guildôs Barba-

ra Cone Award. This award is presented to 

a Guild member or non-Guild member for 

distinguished service in the advancement 

of music in the community and promotion 

of the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra. 

The award will be presented at our Febru-

ary 2016 luncheon. The deadline for sub-

mitting nominations for this award is Janu-

ary 15, 2016. Contact Melissa Tankersley 

to obtain a nomination form. 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ŜōōƛŜ aƻǊƎŀƴ 

If you know of a Guild member who 

would appreciate a ñthinking of youò card, 

please contact Corresponding Secretary 

Debbie  Morgan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited 

To attend the 38th Anniversary 

Presentation of the Symphony Debutantes 

Followed by 

Dinner and the Ball 

Sunday the twenty-eighth of December 2015 

Presentation at half past seven oôclock in the evening 

Cocktail reception at half past six oôclock 

The Sheraton Greensboro Hotel Four Seasons 

Black Tie                  $65 per person 

 

Checks may be made to 

The Greensboro Symphony Guild 

And mailed by Friday, December 18th to: 

Mrs. William Alvin Richardson 
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November Membership Meeting 
Mark your calendar for our Luncheon Membership meeting at the home of 

Mary Ingram on Wednesday, November 11 at 11:30 a.m. You will not want to miss 

Peter Zlotnickôs special program on Greensboro Symphony Youth Orchestra. And, of 

course, we all can enjoy some tasty Bachôs Lunches and socializing. Details on meal 

choices will be forthcoming and orders will be taken until Friday, November 6. We 

look forward to seeing you there. 

          ðChairs Joan Stevenson, Rhonda Barrett and Ronda Szymanski.  
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                     Contact me, Nancy Beaver, Elizabeth 

Craft, Vanessa Skenes, Karen Hudgen or Andrea Knupp 

to let us know what you can do or what you can donate.  

...while changing my closets from 

summer to winter. It was oh so cool last year, 

but oh so not this year. What to do? Why, 

save it for the Super Sale or donate it now to 

the Super Sale. Just pack it up, give us a call 

and it will be whisked off to our temperature 

controlled storage bin. Also,  

WE NEED YOUR HELP.   

Look what I found 



wŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ tŜǊŦŜŎǘ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ 
 
Take 250 music-lovers and marinate with fabulous dance 

music from The Wally West Little Big Band. Saut® with 

delectable delights from Southern Roots Catering. Infuse with 

bourbons from Heaven Hill Distillery, craft beer from The Pig 

Pounder Brewery, and a dash of wine. Baste with an enticing 

variety of items from Greensboroôs finest retail shops, 

restaurants, professional service providers, artists, and 

entertainment venues. Drizzle with three incredible raffle items 

from Kriegsman The Luxury Outerwear Store and Finkôs 

Jewelers. Glaze with the generosity of sponsors. Top it off with 

the unselfish enthusiasm of countless hardworking Guild 

members. Place into a lavishly decorated party tent from Happy 

Rentz and roast for four hours. Yield: One event that will go into 

the books as one of the Guildôs most unforgettable evenings. 

 

Big Band, Bourbon & Blandwood is history--what a night 

it was! Partygoers, many in period dress, had a big time on the 

dance floor and in the bourbon bar. Along the way, we raised 

more than $35,000 for the Guildôs music education programsð

final numbers are being determinedðall while having a fabulous 

time! Chairs Laura Green and Kristie Smith thank the many 

Guild members who spent countless hours organizing the Silent 

Auction, decorating our one-of-a-kind venue, organizing the 

check-in and check-out, selling drink tokens, and working 

behind the scenes. Special thanks go 

to the Guild spouses who joined the 

team to make everything flow 

seamlessly that night. We especially 

appreciate the 62 Guild members and 

their friends who pre-purchased Host 

and Patronôs Packages representing 

124 pre-paid guests. Your support 

made this event an extraordinary 

success and meant the world to us! 

See a complete list of committee 

members on Guild website. We truly 

danced ótil the stars fell from the 

rafters! 

What a night it was�³ 


